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Cheryl Ring thought she had
finally met her Prince
Charming.

He wooed her, bought her

and swept her off her feet. But
after following a gut instinct and
checking his criminal back-
round Ring realized she had
allen victim to a criminal
sociopath - $20,000 worth of fami-
ly valuables and a broken heart
too late.
As it turned out, Ring said,
This one person affected 25 peo-
Ele in two years. I though I had
nown who I was dealing with."
A private investigator for
Consumer Detective Corporation
in Maryland Heights, Ring said
she was blinded by the promise
of love whispered in her ear by
no ordinary criminal. He exhibit-
ed antisoclal personality disor-
der, making him a person better
known as a sociopath or psy-
chopath,
ing grew up around the cor-
ner {from this man, whom she
mel again a credible
dating service in 1999 and had no
reason to him of past or
resent eriminal conduct.
other women he had dated
and their mothers.
The relationship took off with
fury and wlyn*u weeks they

Sociopath u

Sadder, but wiser victim takes experienc

gilts, slipped a ring on her finger

were engaged. However, she
began to feel uneasy. Her suspi-
cion of him was sg:rked by "lit-
tle sick jokes" h¢ began playing
on her family. When she noticed
items missing from her home
and her family's home, her sus-
picions heightened.

Ring estimated he stole about
$20,000 from her, her parents,
grandparents, brother, aunt and
other family members.

After intense background
research which revealed a back-
ground file full of past crimes
and victims, Ring staged an
undercover operation with local
police and captured him. He was
sentenced to 15 years in prison.
after pleading guilty to five
felonies. ]

The harsh experience gave

‘Ring a new love for the world

around her.

*[ really learned how to
appreciate life,” Ring sald. "It
makes me sad to know that
these people will never know
what it is like to love and to be
loved.”

Dealing with the past took
time for Ring as she worked
through mrham of shock, accept-
ance and regret. She has now
somewhat made peace with the

experience and is working to bet-

ter educate and inform past and
potential victims,

She Is working to start a busi-
ness offering Missouri eriminal

e to educate others

background checks to local St.
Louis area small businesses at
lower, rates. She said she wanted
to start with businesses because
they touch a larger number of
ple. The man who victimized
Eg?. she said, had stolen from
every one of his employers.

Many small businesses she
has contacted said they do not do
criminal checks due to high
expense. Those that do run crim-
inal checks do not run finger-
print criminal checks, so many
crimes remain unknown. She
said studies show one in every
seven err;Ftoyees has an unre-
ported crime background.

"He didn't always steal from
all his victims,* Ring said. "But
they tend to always leave broken
hearts and messed-up lives in
their trail®

She also plans to take a dollar
from the fee for every criminal
check to begin the Nelson N,
Berger Family Foundation for
Crime Victims in Need. The
foundation, she sald, would offer
many forms of support for those
whose lives were left in
upheaval.

In addition to these business
endeavors, she recently (inished
writing a book called "Bouquet of
Lies,” about her experience. She
said she hoped the book would
inform others about sociopaths.

To write her book, Ring did
extensive research into the traits

ses charm to lure woman

of people with antisocial person-
ality disorders.

According to RinF, traits of a
sociopath include self-confidence,
a lack of fear, high intelligence,
a love of manipulative mind
games, a lack of guilt or
remorse for their actions, disloy-
al relationships and promiscuity.

“They are thrill seekers,” Ring
said, who use the ordinary peo-
ple they meet, viewing them as
pawns to manipulate.

A psychopath would be an
example of the most dangerous
sociopath. However, Ring said
unlike the stereotype, most do
not commit violent crimes.

Statistics show one in every
25 Eeople is a high-risk sociopath
and everyone will have at least
one encounter with a sociopath
in their lifetime. Ring said most
contact victims through dating
services, clubs or private social
gatherings.

The best thing to do, Ring
said, when you come into contlact
with a sociopath, is stay away,
The problem is, you may not
s::n:nl.I them until it's too late.

“I'm not (rying Lo scare

le,” Ring niz. "F'm just lrypie;;

o bring public awareness to the
table. only thing we can do
it educate people.”

She recently joined the
Maryland Heights Chamber of
Commerce to get the word out.
But, she also encouraged those
interested in finding out more
about her services to call her at
(314) 653-0100 or (600) 7080101



